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us nothing that essential to reviving 
the domestic economy of our country. 

Yeah, we got the slogan for tonight. 
It is not ‘‘It Is the Economy, Stupid’’; 
it is jobs. And not ‘‘stupid,’’ I respect 
our President. It is jobs. It is not the 
economy, Mr. President; it is jobs, Mr. 
President.

Mr. CUMMINGS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
to the gentlewoman from Texas (Ms. 
JACKSON-LEE). 

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. 
Speaker, let me thank the chairman of 
the Congressional Black Caucus and 
the Congressional Black Caucus for 
giving us the opportunity to lay out a 
road map, if you will, for this Nation as 
we prepare to hear the President’s 
State of the Union address. 

And I might say to my friends on the 
other side of the aisle, I am told and I 
have heard that many view this as a 
state of the world because he is the 
commander in chief and the leader of 
the free world, commander in chief of 
the most powerful Nation in the world. 
And the world watches tonight. 

So, my first concern with respect to 
the optimism that I hope we hear to-
night is that he will restate for the 
world that we are a country of free-
doms, protecting both our civil lib-
erties and civil rights, and that we will 
not intend or pretend to govern from a 
position of fear, that we will continue 
to mourn those who we lost on 9/11 but 
that we will go forward embracing the 
freedom of this Nation and reemphasize 
our civil liberties. 

And so that we can address Attorney 
General Ashcroft to the extent that we 
began to reinforce the civil liberties of 
Americans as opposed to take them 
away, to ask the questions about an 
enemy combatant without the oppor-
tunity to have access to counsel, to 
wonder why the Transportation Secu-
rity Administration will begin 
profiling all Americans who are trav-
eling on domestic flights, and are an 
outrage, to begin to address the ques-
tions that our rights should not be 
taken away but they should be en-
hanced. Library books need not be the 
cause of suggesting someone is a ter-
rorist. 

And the civil rights of Americans re-
inforcing affirmative action, believing 
in the right to privacy, must be stated 
tonight. The Congressional Black Cau-
cus has worked for a very long time on 
a real racial profiling bill, one that 
would prevent racial profiling. We ask 
the President to speak tonight about 
the need to sign hate crimes legislation 
which we have been working on for now 
over almost a decade. 

And then when it comes to election 
reform in this year, it is crucial that 
we add to the election reform legisla-
tion a tracking system, a paper trail, 
so that when we go to the 2004 election, 
when many jurisdictions have gone to 
the electronic process, we will not have 
the crisis of 2000 when we turn people 
away but, more importantly, when 
votes were not counted. Now that we 
have the electronic process, let me say 

to you that it certainly is a travesty 
that we have a situation where we can-
not even track how the votes were 
cast. 

I hope he will promote the Peace 
Corps and that encourage, in the next 
fiscal year, extra support for the Peace 
Corps, the face of America, and make 
sure that we do not assign one person 
to an area but we assign two Ameri-
cans to a region for safety and other 
reasons. 

I believe going into space is valuable, 
but we have to do it in a bipartisan 
way, protecting American jobs, pro-
viding for education and explaining to 
the American people how we will fund 
our vision in going to Mars and to the 
moon and the safety of it. 

Let me just say that the Democrats 
have extended an olive branch. I agree 
with my colleagues the need to create 
more jobs. That is a big question, are 
you going to do it. But I agree that 
Democrats are saying to the President 
that those who seek higher education 
need increased dollars for the Pell 
Grant from $4,050 to $5,800 and doubling 
the Hope Scholarship Tax Credit from 
$1,500 to $3,000, and getting rid of the 
disabled veterans tax once and for all. 
How can we have young men and 
women in the front lines of Iraq and 
when they come home as disabled vet-
erans, they are to be taxed? 

And finally let me say, Mr. Speaker, 
we have got a lot of work to do on im-
migration reform. And my support for 
moving in the right direction is that I 
say to the President tonight, let us 
talk about comprehensive immigration 
reform including Liberians, including 
Haitians, including a comprehensive 
response, Europeans and others from 
all over who are trying to earn access 
to legalization, let’s not have a flat 
earth procedure where at the end of 3 
years you disappear into the night. 

Mr. Speaker, I hope the President 
will be optimistic tonight. I hope he 
will accept the olive branch. I hope he 
will work with the Congressional Black 
Caucus and the chairman, and that we 
will get on the right track for America. 
Because if we do not, the world is 
watching us tonight and wondering 
whether America can lead in the 21st 
century.
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GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. CUMMINGS. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days within 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks on this special order. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Maryland? 

There was no objection. 
f 

STATE OF THE UNION ADDRESS 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 

previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from New Jersey (Mr. PAYNE) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, let me 
thank the gentleman from Florida (Mr. 

FOLEY) for allowing me to have this 
unanimous consent and let me com-
mend the chairman of the Congres-
sional Black Caucus for having this 
special order dealing with some of the 
very trying problems of our time. 

In this new millennium, we will face 
many hurdles and we are going to hear 
the first the State of the Union address 
tonight. But today I would like to rise 
this afternoon to discuss the true state 
of the Union as it is, not as we would 
like it to be. We have our true land and 
then there is wonderland. And it is 
great in wonderland because all things 
are nice and we have the road that 
leads to all good things. 

However, the true state of the Nation 
is more grim. It is time to face reality. 
There are too many people in our Na-
tion who are still struggling. They are 
not enjoying the benefits that have 
been awarded to the more privileged 
among us. While the White House tries 
to put the best face on the economy, 
the fact is that we have lost about 2.5 
million jobs in the last 2 years. Long-
term unemployment is at a 20-year 
high. 

While the wealthiest Americans 
enjoy the benefits of tax cuts, which 
was tilted their way, millions of Amer-
icans continue to live paycheck to pay-
check, although the unemployment 
rate has dropped .1 percent. There are 
more people unemployed this month 
than were last month because thou-
sands and thousands have dropped out 
of the hunt for a job because of the 
long-term unemployment. And they 
have just given up, they have fallen 
out.
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So the unemployment rate is not 
even a true reflection of what is going 
on. The response of the Bush adminis-
tration to this inequity is to make lop-
sided tax cuts permanent. 

Our friends across the aisle who used 
to rail against budget deficits only a 
few years ago are now willing to over-
look the largest, most alarming budget 
deficit in the history of this great Na-
tion. 

Under former-President Clinton’s 
budget policies, we amassed a healthy 
budget surplus, which has now been to-
tally squandered. We used to talk 
about mortgaging our children’s fu-
tures. We do not hear that anymore. 

What this means is that resources 
that can be channeled into positive ac-
tion to address such key problems as 
jobs, health care, education, housing 
are no longer available. They have been 
drained by the irresponsible tax cuts 
for the very wealthy in our Nation. 

The state of the Union today is weak-
er in many other ways. Racial dispari-
ties in health care continue to take a 
toll on minorities. Yet the administra-
tion’s response to this national health 
crises is to sweep it under the carpet. 

The Washington Post reported last 
week that a Federal report on racial 
disparities was rewritten for the first 
time in our history by the Department 
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